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Together with certain 
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Agreed upon in England 


BY THE 


GOVERN OUR 


AND 


Si F R EE- MEN of theaforefaid 
PROVINCE. 


Tobe further Explained and Confirmed there by - fir ft 
é Provincial Counciland General Affembly that fhall 
be held, if they fee meet. 
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THE 


PREF AGE: 


Hen the Great and Wife Godhad made the World, of all his Sreatures it 
pleafed him to chufe Man his Deputy to Rule it : And to fit him for fo great 
mia aChargeand Truft, he did not only qualifie him with Ski and Power, but 
with Jnregrity to ufe them juftly. This Native Goodnef was equally his Honour and his 
Happinefs; and whilft he ftood here, all went well: There was no need of Coercive or 
Compulfive means; the Precept of Divine Love and Truth, in his own Bofom was the Gusde 
and Keeper of hisInnocency. But Luft prevailing againft Duty, madea lamentable Breach 
upon it ; andthe Lam, that before had no Power over, him, took place upon him and 
his Difobedient Pofterity, that fuch as would not live conformable to the holy Law 
within, fhould fall under the Reproof and Corre¢tion of the jut Law without ina Judicial 
Adminiftration. 

This the Apoftle teaches in divers ofhis Epiftles: The Lam (fayshe) was added becaufe 
of Tranfgreffion: In another place, Knowing that the Law was not made for the Righteous 
Man, but for the Difobedient and Ungodly, for Sinners, for Unholy and Prophane, for Mur- 
derers, for Whoremongers, for them that Defile themfelves with Mankind, and for Men-ftealers, 
for Lyars, for Perjured Perfons, &c. But this is not all, he opensand carries the matter 
of Government a little farther ; Let every Soul be fubjett to the higher Powers 5 for there is no 
Power but of God. The Powers that be, are ordained of God: Whofoever therefore refifteth the 
Power, refifteth the Ordinance of God. For Rulers arenot a Terror to good Works, but to Evsl 
Wilt thon then not be afraid of the Powers Do that whichis good, and thou fhalt have Praife of the 
fame—He is the Minifter of God to thee for good Wherefore, ye muft needs be fubjett, nos 
only for Wrath, but for Confcience fake. This fettles the Dsvine Right of Government be- 
yond Exception, and that for two ends: Firft, To Terrsfie Evil-Doers: Secondly, To 
Cherifh thofe that do Well, which gives Government a Life beyond Corruption, and 
makesit as durable in the World, as Good Men fhallbe. So that Government feems to me 
a part of Religion it felf, a thing Sacred in its Injtstusien and End: for if it does not 
directly remove the Can/e, it cruhes the Effects of Evil, and is as fuch (though a lower, 
yet) an Emanation of the fame Divine Power, that is both Author and Object of Pure Re- 
ligion ; the Difference lying here, that the One ismore Free and Adental, the Other, more 
Corporal and Compulfive in its Operations: But that is only to Evil-doers, Government in 
it {elf being, otherwife as capable of Kindnefs, Goodnefs and Charity as a more private 
Society. They weakly Err, that think there is no other ule for Government, than Cor- 
reition, whichis the courfeft part of it: Daily experience tellsus, that the Care and Re- 
gulation of many other Affairs, more foft and daily neceflary, make up much the greateft 
part of Government; and which muft have followed the ‘Peopling of the World, had 
"Adam never fell, and will continue among Menon Earth under the higheft Attainments 
they may arrive at, by the Coming of the blefled Second Adam, the Lord from Heaven. 
_ Thus much of Government in General, as to its Rife and End. 

For particular Frames and Models, it will become meto fay little ; and comparatively I 
will fay nothing. My Reafonsare, Firff, That the Age is too mice and difficult for it, 
there being nothing the Wits of Men are more bufie and divided upon. ?Tistrue, they 
feem to agree in the end, to wit, Happinef but in the means they differ, as to Divine, fo to 
this Humane Felicity; and the caule is much the fame, not alwayes want of Light and 
Knowledge, but want of ufing them rightly. Men fide with their Paffions againit their 
Reafon; and their finifter Interefts have fo ftronga Byaf$ upon their minds, that they lean to 
them againft the good of the things they know. 
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The PREFACE. 


Secondly, 1do not find a Model in the World, that Time, Place and fome fingular Emer= 
gencies have not neceffarily alter’d ; noris it eafie to frame a Crvsl Government, that fhall 
erve all places alike. 


Thirdly, \ know what is faid by the feveral Admirers of Adonarchy, Ariftocracy and De- 
mocracy, whichare the Rule of Ove, aFewand Many, and arethe Three Common Idea’s of 
Government, when men difcourfe of that Subject. But | chufe to folve the Controverfie with 
this fmall Diftin@ion, and it belongsto allthree: Any Government is F vee to the People 


under it (what-ever betheFrame) vahere the Laws Rule, and the People are 
a 4Darty tothole Laws, and more then this is Tyranny, Oligarchy or Confufion. 


But La/tly, when allis faid, there is hardly one Frame of Government in the World {fo 
ill defign’d by its firft Founders, thatin good hands would not do wellenough; and Story 
tellsus, The Be/f in Jd Ones can do nothing that is great or good; witnefs the Fewi{h and 
Roman States. Governments, like Clocks, go from the motion Men give them; and asGo- 
vernments aremade and mov’d by Aen, fo by Themthey are Ruin’dtoo: wherefore Go- 
vernments rather depend upon Aden, then Aen upon Governments. Let Afen be géod, and 
the Government can’t be bad ; if it be il, they willcureit : but if Aen be bad, let the Ga-, 
vernment be never fo good, they will endeavour to warp and {poil it to their Turn: 


{know fome fay, Let wbavée KA90 1 ats, and no matter for the Wert that Execute thems 
But let them confider, that though good Lams do well, good Men do better; for good Laws 
may want good Aden,and be abolifhed or evaded by sll Aden but geod Aden will never want 
good Laws nor fufler 1M Ones. ’Tis true,good Laws have fome Awe upon Jil Minifters,but that 
is where They have not Power to efcape or abolifh them, and the People are generally wife 
and good : Butaloofeand deprav’d People (which is to the Queftion) love Laws and an 
Adminiftration like themfelves. That therefore which makes a good Conftitution muft 
keep it; (viz.) Men of Wifdom and Virtue; qualities, that becaufe they defcend not 
with Worldly Inheritances,mutft be carefully propagated by a vsrtuous Education of Youth; 
for which After-Ages will owe more to the care and prudence of Founders and the fuccef= 
five Magiftracy, then to their Parents for their private Patrimonits. : 


Thefe Confiderations of the Weight of Government, and the nice‘and various Opinions 
about It, made it uneafie to Me to think of publifhing the enfuing Frame and Conditional 
Laws, forefeeing, both the Cenfures they will meet with from Men of differing Humors 
and engagements, and the occafion they may give of difcourfe beyond my defign. 


But next to the Power of WNeceffity, (which is a Solicitor that will take no denial) this 
induc’d metoa Compliance, that wehave (with ReverencetoGod and good Confcience to 
Men) tothe beft of our Skill contrived and compofed the Sfvaine and Watys of this 


_®overninent tothe great End of all Government, viz. Co {uppozt porer ttt 


Weberence with the Weople, And to fecure the Weople from the abufe of 
sDo wer ; that they may be Free by their jaf Obedience, and the Magiftrates Honourable 
for their yuft Adminiftration: For Liberty without Obedience is Confufion, and Obediente 
without Liberty is Slavery. To carry this Evennefs is partly owing to the Conftitstion, and 
partly to the Magiftracy; whereeither of thefe fail, Government will be fubjeét to Con- 
vulfions : but where both are wanting, it muft betotally fubverted : Then where both meet, 


the Government is liketoendure: Which I humbly pray andhope, God will pleafe to 


make the Lot of This of @Bennlilbantas Arex. 
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FRAME 
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Government of Pennlilvanta 
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, Toalleople, to whom thefe Prefents fhall come 


ao HEREAS Sing Charles the Second, by his Letters Patents, 
( under the Great Seal of Exgland, for the Confiderations there- 
in mentioned, hath been gracioufly pleafed to Give and Grant 


unto Me william Went (by the Name of William yeun Ciquire, Son and 


Heirof Sir willantyBentt deceafed) and toMy Hetts and Afligns forever, 
All that Tract of Land or Province, called yennfilbania, 72 America, with dis 
vers great Powers, Preheminencies, Royalties, furifdictions and Authorities necef- 


fary for the Well-being and Government thereof. 


sow Aion Pe, That for the Well-being and Government of the faid Pro- 
wince, and for the Encouragement of all the Free-mnen and Wlanters that may 
be therein concerned, in purfuance of the Powers aforementioned, I the {aid 
William Went have Declared, Granted and Confirmed, and by thefe Prefents for 
Me, my Heirs and Afligns do Declare, Grant and Confirm unto allthe Freez 
went, lanters and Adventurers of, in and to the faid Province Thefe 
Liberties, Franchiles and Properties tobe held, enjoyed and kept by the 
Freeanen, Wlantergs and Fubabitants of and in the faid Province of Wentits 
{iibania forever. 


Imprimis, That the Government of this Province fhall, according to the Powers 
6f the Patent, confilt of the Gobvernour and Free-mett of the faid Province, 
in the Form ofa 20bincial Council and General Aflembly,by whom all Laws 
{hall be made, Officers chofenand publick Affairs Tranfacted, as is hereafter 
refpeétively declared; Thatisto fay, 


II. That the Free-ntert of the faid Provence fhall on the Twentieth day of the 
Twelfth Moneth, which fhall bein this prefent Year One Thoufand Six Hundred 
Eighty and Two, Meet and Affembly in fome fit place, of which timely 
Notice fhall be beforehand given by the Gobertiour or his Deputy, andthenand 
there {hall chufe out of themfelves Hebenty Tiwo Perfons of moft Note for 
their Wifdom, Virtue and Ability, who fhall meet on the Tenth day of the Firft 
Moneth next enfuing, and alwayes be called and a& as the zobincial Couttcit 
of the faid Provinces 
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Il]. Thatat the fir Choice of fuch sSobittcial Council, Ove Third parb 


of the faid y2obincial Council fhall be chofen to ferve for Three Years theiz 
next enfuing, Ove Third part for Two Years then next enfuing, and One Third 


part for One Year then next following fuch EleGtion, and no longer; and that 


the faid Third part fhall go out accordingly. And on the Twentieth Day of 
the Twelfth Moneth, as aforefaid, yearly, forever afterward, the Stec-mert 
of the {aid Proviace {hall in like manner Meet and Affembletogether, and then 
chufe Tiventy Four Perfons, being Ove Third of the faid Number, to ferve in 
qorobiictal Council for Three Years, it being intended, that One Third. of 
the whole obincial Council (alwayes confifting and to confift of Seventy 
Two Perfons, as aforelaid) tailing off Yearly, it fhall be yearly fupplied by 
fach new yearly EleGtions as aforcfaid. And that noone Perfon fhall continue 
therein longer than Three Years: And incafe any Member fhall deceafe before 
the la(t Election, during his time, that then at the next EleCtion enfuing his 
Deceafe,another fhall be chofen to fupply his place for the remaining time he was 
to have ferved, and nolonger. 


LV. That after the firft Seven Years, every one of the faid Third parts that 7 
gocth yearly off, {hall be uncapable of being Chofen again for one whole Yeawa ¢ 


following: That foall may be fitted for G overnment,and have Experience of the’ 
Care and Burden of it. 


V. Thatthe s92obintcial Council in all Cafes and Matters of Moment, ag 
their Arguing upon Bills to be paft into Laws, Erecting Courts of Fuftice, giving 
Fudgment upon C riminals Impeached, ana Choice f Officers in [uch manner as 18 
herein after mentioned,Not lefs than Two Thirds ofthe whole zobincial Councit 
Shall make a Quorum; and that the Confent and Approbation of Zwo Thirds of 
fuch Quornm Shall be had in all fuch Cafesor Matters of Moment, And mores 
over,that in all Cafes and Matters of leffer Moment, T wenty Four Members of the 
faid Provincial Council fhall makea Quorum, the Majority of which twenty 
four {hall and may always Determine in fuch Cafes & Caufes of leffer Moment. 


VI. That in this Srobvineial Council the Gobernout or his Deputy fhall or 
thay alwayesprefide and havea Treble Vosce 5 and the faid zobinctal Councid 
fhall alwayes continue and fit upon itsown Adjournments and Commsittces, 


VII. That the Gobernour and zovitteial Couticil fhall prepare and pro? 
pofeto the General Aflentbly, hereafter mentioned, all Bilig, which they 
{hall at any time think fit to be paft into Laws within the faid Province; which 
S8il1¢ fhall be Publifht and Affixedto the moft noted Places in the Inhabited 
Parts thereof @bhitty Dayes before the Meeting of the wenerval Atembly, in 
order to the paffing of them into Laws, or rejecting of them, as the Genetat 
Affemblyp fhall fee meet. | 


VILL Thatthe Gobetttovit and W2robittcial Couticil fhall take Care, chat 
all Laws, Statutes and Ordinances, which fhall at any time be made within the 
faid Province, be duely and diligently Executed. 


IX. That the Goberttour and robinetal Council fhall at all times have 
the Care of the Peaceand Safety of the Province; and that .nothing be by any 
Perfon attempted to the Subverfion of this Frame of Government. | 
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X. That the Goberiourt and Dzobincial Council fhall at all times fettle and 
order the Scituation of all Cztées, Ports and Market-Towns in every County, 


modelling therein all publick Buildings, Streets and Market-Places; and {hall 


appoint all neceflary Roads and Highwayes in the Province. 


XI. That the Governor and W2ovitcial Council fhall at all times have 
Power to infpe&t the Management of the publick Treafury, and punifh thofe 
who fhall Convert any part thereof toany other ufe, than what hath been a- 
greed upon by the Gobernour, P20btc1al Council and General Aembly. 


XII. That the Gobernour and yzovincial Council fhall erect and order 
all publick Schools, and encourage and reward the Authors of #/efal Sciences and 
daudable Inventions inthe faid Province, — 


XIII. That for the better Management of the Powers and Truft aforefaid, 
the 2o0bittcial Council fhall from time to time divide it felf into Four diftinct 
and proper Committees, for the more eafie Adminiftration of the Affairs of the 
Province, which divides the Seventy Two into four Eighteens, every one of 
which Eighteens fhall confift of Six out of each of the Three Orders or Yearly 
Eleétions, each of which fhall havea diftin& portion of Bufinefs, as followeth. 
Firft, A Committee of #latitationg, to {cituate and fettle Cities, Ports, 
Market - Towns and High-wayes, and to hear and decide all Suits and Con- 
troverfies relating to Plantations. Secondly, A Committee of Juttice and 
Safety to fecure the Peace of the Province, and punifh the Male- Admi- 
niftration of thofe who fubvert Juftice to the Prejudice of the publick 
or private Intereft. Thirdly, A Committee of Trade and Treafury, who 
fhall,regulate all Trade and Commerce according to Law, encourage Manu- 
fa&ture and Country-growth, and defray the publick Charge of the Province. 
And Fourthly, A Committee of Manners, Cducation and Arts, that 
all Wicked and Scandalous Living may be prevented, and that Youth may be 
fucceffively trained upin Virtue and ufeful Knowledgeand Arts; the Quorum of 
cach of which Committees being Six, that is, Two out of each of thethree Or- 
ders or yearly Ele€tions, as aforefaid, make a conftant or ftanding Council of 
twenty four, which will have the Power of the Bzobitctal Council, being 
the Quorum of it, in all Cafes not excepted in the fifth Article ; and in the faid 
Committees and ftanding Council of the Province, the Gobernour or his Deputy 
fall or may Prefide,asaforefaid. And inthe Abfence of the Govertiout or his 
Deputy; if no one is by either of them appointed, the faid Commssttees or Council 
Shall appoint a Prefident forthat time, and not otherwife ; and what fhallbe 
vefolved at {ich Committees, fhall be reported to the faid Council of the Province, 
and fhall be by them Refolved and Confirmed before the fame {hall be put in Ex- 
ecution: And that thefe refpettive Committees {hall not fit at one and the fame 
time, except in cafes of neceffity. 


XIV. Andtothe end that all Laws prepared by the Goverttout and 38202 
bincial Conticit aforefaid, may yet have the more full Concurrence of the 
4Freeanen of the Province, It is Declared, Granted and Confirmed, that at 
the timeand Place or Places, for the Choice of a #2obinictal Council, as 
aforefaid, the faid ftee-men fhall Yearly chufe Members to ferve ina General 
Aftembly, as their Reprefentatives, not exceeding Two Hundred Perfons, 
who fhall Yearly meet onthe Twentieth Day of the fecond Moneth, which 
fhall be in the Year 1683. following, inthe Capstal Town or City of the faid 

A 2 Province, 


Province, wliére during Eight Dayes the feveral Members may frecly Confet 
with oneanother 3 and if any of them. fee meet, with a Committee of the 3910- 

Littcial Council (confifting of Three out of each of the Four Committees aforefaid, | 
being Twelveinall) which fhallbe at that time purpofely Appointed to receive 
from any of them Propofals for the Alteration or Amendment of any of the faid 
propofed and promulgated Bills; and on the Ninth Day from their fo meeting, 

the faid General Affemblpy, after the reading over of the propofed Bills by the 

Clark of the 492o0bitcial Council, and the Occafions and Motives for them 
being opened by the Gobernour or his Depaty, fhall give their Afkirinative or. 
Megative, which tothem feemeth beft, infuch manner as hereafter is expreft : 

But not lefs than #wo Thirds fhall make a Quorwie in the Paffing of Laws and 

Choice of fuch Officers as are by them to be Chofen. 


XV. That the Laws fo prepared and propofed cs aforefaid, that are Affent- 
ed to by the Gerieral Aflembly, fhall be Enrolled, as Laws of the Province, 
with this Stile, 26p the Gobernour, with the Aflent and Approbation of 
the Freeanen in w2obiticial Council and’ Generalaembly. | 


XVI. That for the better Eftablifhment of the Goverzment and Laws of this. 
Province, and tothe end theremay be an Univerfal Satisfa€tion inthe laying 
of the Fuadamentals thereof, the @®eneral Affembly fhall or may for the firft 
Year confift of all the ffree-tmett of and in the faid Province;and ever after it {hall 
be yearly Chofen, as aforefaid: which Number of Two Hundred thall be 
Enlarged asthe Country fhall Encreafe in People, fo as it donot Exceed Fite 
Hundred at any time: The Appointment’and Proportioning of which, as 
alfo the Laying and Methodizing of the Choice of the zobiicial Council and 
@erieral Alembiy in future times moft Equally to the Divifion of the Hundreds 
and Counties, which the Cozwtry {hall hereafter be divided into, fhallbe in the 
Power of the Provincial Council to Propofe, and the General Aflembip to 
Refolve. 


X VII. That the Gobernout and the #20bitteial Council fhall Ere&t from 
time to time /tanding Courts of “fuftice in fach Places and Number, as they fhall 
judge Convenient for the good Government of the faid Province. And that 
the ®2obincial Council {hall on the Thirteenth Day of the Firft Moneth Yearly 
Elect and Prefent tothe ®obvernour or his Deputya double Number of Perfons 
tofervefor Fudges, Treafurers, Mafters of Rolls within the {aid Province for 
the Year next enfuing. And the free-men of the faid Province in their Connty- 
Courts, when they {hall be ereéted, and till then, inthe @eneral Affembly 
fhallon the Three.and Twentieth Day of the Second Moneth yearly Elect an 
Prefent to the Gobernotir or his Deputy a Double Number of Perions to ferve 
for Sheriffs, Fuftices of Peace and Coroners for the Year next enfuing ; Out of 
which RefpeCtive Eleétions and Prefentments the Governout or his Deputy fhalk 
Nominate and Commiffionate the proper Number for each Office the Third day 
after the faid refpetive Prefentments, or elfe the Firft named in fuch Prefént- 
ment for each Office fhall ftand and ferve for that Office the Year enfiiing: 


X VIII. But for as muchas the prefent Condition of the Province requires 
{ome Immediate Settlement, and admits not of fo quick a Revolution of Officers, 
and to the end the {aid Province may with all convenient Speed be well ordered 
and fettled, I #9illiam 4Berin do therefore think fit to Nominateand Appoint 
fach Perfons for fudges, Treafurers, Mafters of the Rolls, Sheriffs; Fuftices i 3 

tue 


the Peace and Coroners, as are moft fitly qualified for thofe Employments ; to 
whom I fhall make and grant Commiffions for the {faid. Offices, refpectively to 
hold to them to whom the fame fhall be granted, for fo long timeas every fuch 4 
Perfon hall Well behave himfelf in the Office or Place to him refpectively granted, 4 
and nolonger. And upon the Deceafe or Difplacing of any of the faid Officers, in 
the fucceeding Officer or Officers fhall be chofen as aforefaid. i 


XIX. Thatthe General Afembly shall continue fo longas may be needful 4 
10 limpeach Criminals, fit to be there Impeached, topa/s Brlls into Laws, that they i 
fhall think fic to pafs into Laws, and till fuch time as the Goberttour and 3920. &§ 
pistcial Council shall declare, That they have nothing further to propofe unto i 
| them ter their Afentand Approbation: And that Dec/aration fhall bea Difmifs @ 
| tothe General Atfembly for that time; which General Afiembly thall be |g 
| notwithitanding capable of Affembling together upon the Summons of the Wee; 
20vttctal Councilat any time during that year, if the faid 3zobincial a 
Cottetl {hall fee occafion for their fo Aflembling. 


| XX. Thatallthe Elections of Members or Reprefentatives of the People to 
ferve in}Drovinetal Council and General Aflembly, and all Queftiong tobe ie 
determined by both or either of them that relate to Paffing of Bills into Laws, & 
To the Choice of Officers, To pales made by the General Af{fembly, a: 
and Sudgment of Criminals upon uch Impeachments by the Provincial Council, 7 
and toall other Cafes by them refpeCtively judged of Importance, fhall be re- in 
folved and determined by the Ballot ; andunlefs on Suddain and Indifpenfible 

Occafions, no BufinefS in P2obinctal Council, or its refpective Committees 

{hall be finally determined the fame day that it is moved. 


X XI. And that at all times, when and fo often as it fhall happen, that the 
Governour fhall or may be an Infant under the Age of One and Twenty years, 
and no Guardians or Commiffioners are appointed in writing by the Father of the 
{aid Infant, orthat fuch Guardians or Commiffioners {hall be deceafed, that du- By 
ring fuch Minority the povinctal Council fhall from time to time, as they ny 
{hall fee meet, conftitute and appoint Guardians or Commiffioners, not ex- 
ceeding Three, one of which three shall Prefideas Deputy and Chief Guardian, 
during fuch Minority, and shall have and execute with the Confent of the 
ather Tiveall the Power of a Goberttour in all the publick Affairs and Concerns 

| of the {aid Province. 


X XIT. That as oftenas any day of the Moneth, mentioned in any Article 
of thisCharter, (hall fall upon the Fivs# Day of the Week, commonly called 
the Lords Day, the Bufinefs appointed for that day thall be deferred till the next 
day, unlefsin cafe of Emergency. 


XXIII That no Ad, Law or Ordinance what{oever, shall at any time here- | 
after be made or done by the Gobetnour of this Province, his Heirs or Afligns, | 
or by the freeanen in the Provincial Council, or the General Aflembly, | 
to Alter, Change or Diminifb the Form or Effect of this Chatter, orany Part or 
Clanfe thereof, or contrary tothe true Intent and Meaning thereof, msthout the 
Confent of the Bobvernour, bis Petrs or MWlltans, and Six Parts of Seven of she 
faid Feecanen in Provincial Counc and General Atfembly. 


| | € XXIV. 
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XXIV. And Lafly, That I, the faid woitiiam ent, for Wy Sets, 


my ®eirs and AlGang have Solemuly Declared, Granted and Confirmed, andeo 


hereby Solemnly Declare, Grant and Confirm, That neither 9, My Petts, nor. 
Aftigns fall procure or do any thing or things, whereby the Liberties in this. 
Charter contained and expreffed, (ballbe infringed or broken: And if any thing be 
procured by any Perfon or Perfons contrary to thefe Premifes, it fhall be held 
of no Force or Effect. Ju MBitnef$ whereof I the faid nBilliam Denn have 
unto this prefent Charter of Liberties fet my Hand and Broad Seal this Five 
and Twentieth Day of the Second Moneth, vulgarly called Apri, in the Year of 
our Lord One Thonfand Six Hundred Eighty and wo. te 


(7) 


Laos agreed upon in England 


GOVERNOUR 


And Divers of the 


Free-Men of Pennlilvania , 


To be further Explained and Confirmed there by the firkt 
Provincial Council and General Affembly that fhall be held in the 
faid Province, it they fee meet, 


1, HAT the Charter of Wiberties Declared, Grantedand Confirmed 
Bei, ; the Five and Twentieth day of the Second Moneth called April, 1682. 
before divers Witnefles by mOiltam Wenn, Gobernour and chie 
i; Proprietor of Pennfilvania, toali the Freeanen and planters of the 
faid Province, ishereby declared and approved, and fhall be forever held for a 


Fundamental inthe Government thereof, according to the Limitations mentioned 
in the faid Charter. 


IJ. That every Inhabitant in the faid Province that is or fhall be a Purchafer 
of One Hundred Acres of Land or upwards, his Heirsand Affigns; and every 
Perfon who fhall have paid his Paffage, and taken up One Hundred Acres of 
Land at Oze Penmyan Acre, and have cultivated Tex Acres thereof ; and every 
Perfon that hath been a Servant or Bonds-man, and is Free by his Service, that 
| {hall have taken up his Fifty Acres of Land, and cultivated Twenty thereof; and 
every Ihabitant, Artificer or other, refident inthe faid Province, that payes 
cot and Lotto the Goverwment, Thall be deemed and accounted a Fteecsman 
of the faid Province; and every fuch Perfon fhall and may be capable of Electing 
or being elected Reprefetttatives of the People in Provincial Council or Bez 
eral Affemblp in the faid Province. 


IIL. Thar all €lections of Members or Reprefentatives of the People and 
Free-men of the Province of Pennfilvania, to fervein Wrovincial Council or 
General Atfemblp, to be held within the faid Province, thall be Freeand Vo- 
luntary : And thatthe €lectog, that thall receive any Reward or Gift in Meat, 


Drink, Moneys, or otherwife, fhall forfeit hisRight to Elet: And fuch Per- re ORT 
fon as fhall dire€tly or indirectly give, promife or beftow any {uch Reward as A eos 
aforefaid, to be Elected, fhall forfeit his Election, and be thereby incapable to: , poor 
ferve, as aforefaid. And the pxovitecial Council and General Altembly : ae 


shall be the /ole Fudges of the Reg 


ularity or Irregularity of the Elections of their 
own refpective Members. 


_ TY. That no Money or Goods fhall be raifed upon, or paid by any of the 


People of this Province, by way of é publick Gar, Cuftom or Contribution, but : 
2 
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by a Law for that purpofemade: And whofoever shall Leavy, Collet or Pay 
any PPottey or Goods contrary thereunto, fhall be held a publick Exemy to the 
Province, anda Betrayer of the Liberty of the People therecf. 23 
V. That all Courts shallbe open, and Ju/tice shall neither be fold, denyed 
nor delayed. / 


VI. Thatin Courts all Perfons of all yerftwalions may freely appear in 
their own Way, and according to their oww Manner, and there Perfonally Plead 
their own Caufethemfelves, or if unable, by their Friends. And the firft Pro- 
cefs shall be the Exhibition of the Complaint in Court Fourteen Dayes before the 
Tryal. And that the Party complained againft may be fitted fcr the fame, he 
or she shall be fummon’d no lefs than Ye Dayes before, and a Copy of the 
Complaint delivered him or her at his or her Dwelling Houfe. But before the 
Complaint of any Perfon be received, he fhall folemntly deciart in Court, That 
he believes in his Confcience, his Canfe is Fuft. - 


VII. That all Pleadings, Proceffes and Records in Courts shall be short, and 
in Englifo,and inan ordinary and plain Ch:ratter,that they may be underftood, 
and Juttice fpeedily adminiftred. 


VIII. That all Crpaig shall be by Cielo Men, and asnearas may be, 


Peers or Equals, and of the Neighbourhood, and men without juit Exception. 
In cafes of Life there shall be firit Ciwentyp four returned by the Sheriff fora 
Grand Jrquett, of whom Twelve at leaft shall find the Complaint to be true, 
and then the Twwelbe Men or Peers, to be likewife returned by the Sheriff, shalf 


have the fival Judgment: But reafonable Challenges shall be alwayes admitted 


apainft the faid Twelve Mem, or any of them. 


1X. That all 4feeg in all Cafes shall be Moderate, and fettled by the 3320bit- 
cial Council and General Affembly, and be hung upina Table in every re- 
{peCtive Court; And whofoever shall be convicted of taking more, shail pa 
Twofold, and be difmiffed his Employment, one Moyety of which shall go to 
theparty wronged. 7 


X. That all p2ifong thall be Work-houfes for Felons, Vagrants and Loofe and 
Idle Perfons, whereof one shall be in every County. 


XI. That all Prifoners hall be Baylable by furfficient Sureties, unlefS for Ca- 
pital Offences, where the Proof is evident, or the Pref{umption great. 


XII. That all Perfons Wrongfully Imprifoned, or profecuted at Law, {hall 
have Double Damages again{t the Informer or Profecutor. 


XIII. That all Prifons hall be Free, asto Fees, Foodand Lodging. 


XIV.That all Lazds and Goods fhall be liable to pay Bebts,except where there 
be Legal Iffve, andthen all the Goods, and Oxe I hird of the Land only. 


XV. That all noills in Writing, attefted by two Witneffes, fhall be of the 
fame Force, as to Lands, as other Conveyances, being legally proved within 
Forty Dayes, either within or without the faid Province. \ 
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XVI. That Seven Years quiet Poffeffion {hall give an Unqueftionable Right, ex- 
cept in Cafes of Infants,Lunaticks, Married Women, or Perfons beyond the Sea. 


XVIL That all Briberies and Extortions whatfoever fhall be feverely punifhed. 


XVIII. That all fineg fhall be moderate, and faving mens Contenements, 


Merchandize or Wainage. 


XIX. That all Marriages (not forbidden by the Law of God, as to nearnefs 
of Blood and Affinity. by Marriage) fhall be encouraged ; but the Parents or 
Guardians Shall be firft confulted, and the Marriage fhall be publifhed before it 
be falemnized, & it shall be folemnized by taking one another as Husband and Wife 
before Credible Witnefles: AndaC ertificate of the whole, under the hands of 
Parties and Witneffes fhall be brought to the proper Regifter of that County,and 
{hall be Regiftred in his Office. 


. XX. Andto prevent Frauds and Vexatious Suits within the faid Province, 
That all Charters, Gifts, Grants and Conveyances ol Land (except Leafes for 
a Year, or under) and all Billig, Bonds and Specialties above Five Pound, 
and not under three Moneths, made in the faid Province, shall be Enrolled 
or Regiftred inthe publick Enrollment-Office of the faid Province, within the 


{pace of two Moneths next after the making thereof, elfe to be void in Law. 


And all Seeds, Grants and Conveyances of Land (exceptasaforefaid) within 


the faid Province, and made out of the {aid Province, {hall be Enrolled or Re- 
giftred, as aforefaid, within fix Moneths next after the making thereof, and 
fettling and conftituting an Enrollment-Office or Regiftry within the faid Pro- 
vince, elfetobe voidin Law againft all Perfons whatloever. 


. X XI. That all Defacers or Corrupters of Charters, Gifts, Grants, Bonds, 
Bills, Wills, Contraéts and Conveyances, or that {hall deface or falfifie any 
Enrollment, Regiftry or Record within this Province, fhall make Double Sa- 
tisfaCtion forthe fame; half whereof fhall go to the Party wronged, and 
they fhall be difmift of all Places of Truft, and be publickly difgraced, as Falfe 
Men. 


XXII. Thatthere fhall be a #Reaifter for Births, Marriages, Burials, Wills 
and Lettersof Adminiftration diftint from the other Regiftry. 


X X11 L.That there thall be aRegiftry for all Serbantg,where their Names, 
Time, Wages, and Dayes of Payment shall be Regiftred. 


X XIV. That all Lands and Goods of Fellong shall be liable to make fatisfa~- 
&ion to the Party wronged Twice the Value ; and for want of Lands or Goods, 
the Fellon shall be Bonds-man, to work in the Common-Prifon or Work-houfe, 
ot otherwife, till the Party injured be fatisfied. 


XX V. That the Eftates of Capital Offenders,as Traitors and Wurderers ‘ 
shall goone third to the next of Kin to the Sufferer, and the remainder to the 
next of Kin to the Criminal. 


>, Oa tae hat all n@itnefles coming or called to teftifie their Knowledge in 
or to any Matter or Thing in any Court, or before any lawful Authority a 
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rhe {aid Province, shall there give or deliver in their Evidence or Teftimony by 
folemnly Promiling To focak the Trurh, the Whole Truth, avd nothing but the 
Truth to the Matter or Thing inqueftion, And in cafe any Perfotrte calledte 
fividence, shall. afterwards be convicted of Wilfull Falfehood, fuch Perfon 
shall fuffer and undergo fuch Damage or Penalty as the Perfon or Perfons 
againft whom he or she bore falfe Witnefs, did or.should undergo, an 
shallalfo make SatisfaCtion to the Party wronged, and be publickly expofed as 
a Filfe Witae[s, never tobecredited in any Court orbefore any Magiltratein 
thefaid Province, Ree SO Sores 


XXVIL Andtothe end chat all Offices chofen to ferve within this Pre. 
vince,may with more care and diligence an{wer the Truft repofed in them, Itis 
agreed that no fuch Perfon shall enjoy more than one publick Office at one time, 
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XXVIIL That all Chilarett within this Province of the Age of Twelve Years 


————$ 


shall be taught fome ufeful Crave or Skill, to the end none may be‘Ld/e, but thie _ 


Poor may Work to live, andthe Rich, if they become Poor,may not. want, 


XXX. That Sperbantg be not kept longer than their time ; and fuch as are 
Careful be both juftly and kindly ufed in their Service, and put in fitting Equi- 
page at the expiration thereof, according to Cuftom, . Dm Mae 


X XX. Thiat all Scandalous and Malicious Reporters, Backbiters, Defamers 
and Spreaders of falfe News, whether againft Magiftrates or private Perfons 
shall be accordingly feverely punifhed, as Evemies to the Peace and Congord of 


this Province. 


XK XGLibat for tlie Encouragement of the P/anters and Traders in thig 
Province, who are incorporated into a Socrety, the Patent granted to them by 
William Wenn, Governor of the faid Province, is hereby ratified and 
confirmed. aid 
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XX XILL That all factorg or Corre/pondents in the faid Province wronging 
their Employers, fhall make Satisfa€tion, and one third over to their faid Ems: 
ployers; and in cafe of the Death of any fuch Fa€tor or Correfpondent, the Com: 
mittee of Trade shall take care to fecure fo much of the deceafed Party’s Eftate 
as belongs to his faid refpeCtive Employers. 


XXXIV. That all Creaturers, Judges, Matters of the Rolls, Sheriffs, Jus 
{tices of the Peace, and other Officers or Perfons whatfoever, relating to 
Courts or Tryals of Caufes, or any other Service in the Government, and all 
Members elected to ferve in }tobintcial Council and General Affembly; and 
all that have Right to elect {uch Membets, fhall be fuch as profefs faith in Fetus 
Chrift, and that are not conviéted of Ill Fame, or unfober and difhoneft Con- 
verfation, and that areof One and Twenty Years of Ageat leaft; and that all 
fuch fo qualified, shall be capable of the faid {everal Employmients and Priyj: 

XXXY, 


ledges, as aforefaid. 
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XX XV. That all Perfons living in this Province; who confefs and ac- 
knowledge the One Almighty and Eternal God, to be the Creator, Upholder 
and Ruler of the World, and that hold themfelves obliged in Confcience to live 
peaceably and juftly in Civil Society, shall in no wayes be molefted or preju- 
diced for their Religious Perfwafion or Pra€tice in matters of Faith and Worfbip, 
nor shalithey be compelled at any time to frequent or maintain any Religious 
worlhip, Placeor Dintitrp whatever. 


XXXVI. That according to the good Example of the Primitive Chriftians, 
and for the eafe of the Creation,every Firj?Day of theWeek called the Lords Day, 
People shall abftain from their common daily Labour, that they may the better 
difpofe themfelves to Worfhip God according to their Underftandings. 


XXX VII. That asa Carelef$ and Corrupt Adminiftration of Juftice draws 
the Wrath of God upon Magiftrates, fo the Wildnefs and Loofenefs of the 
People provoke the Indignation of God againfta Country ; Therefore, 

Ghat Ai fuch Offences again{t God, as Swearing, Curfing, Lying, Pro- 
phane Talking, Drunkennefs, Drinking of Healths, Obfcene words, Inceft, 
Sodomy, Rapes, Whoredom, Fornication and other uncleannefs (not to be 
tepeated:) WH Treafons, Mifprifions, Murders, Duels, Fellonies, Sedition, 
Mayhems, Forcible Entries and other Violencies to the Perfons and Eftates 
of the Inhabitants within this Province: Wl Prizes, Stage-Plays, Cards, 
Dice, May-games, Gamefters, Mafques, Revels, Bull-baitings, Cock-fightings, 
Bear-baitings and the like, which excite the People to Rudenefs, Cruelty, Loofe- 
nefs and Irreligion, fhall be re{peCtively difcouraged and feverely punifhed, ac- 
éording tothe appointment of the Goberriour and Sree-met in Pzobineial 
Council and General Aflemblp, as alfoall Proceedings contrary to thefe Laws, 
that are not here made exprefly penal. 


XX XVIIL That aCopy of thefe Laws fhall be hung up in the 9zobittctal 
Council and in publick Courts of Juftice, and that they {hall be read Yearly 
at the opening of every B2obincial Council and General Aflemblp and Court 
of Juftice, and their Affent fhall be teftified by their fPanding up after the read- 
ing thereof. . 


XX XIX. That there fhall be at notime any Alteration of any of thefe Laws 
without the Confent of the Gobernour, his Heirs or Affigns, and Six parts of 
Seven of the Free-mett met in Wzobincial Council and General Alembly. 


XL. That A other Matters and Things not herein provided for, 
xhich shall and may concern the publick Juftice, Peace or Safety of the faid 
Province, and the raifing and impofing Taxes, Cuftoms, Duties, or other 
Charges whatfoever, shall be and are hereby referred to the Order, Prudence 
and Determination of the Goberttowr and Freeanen in Pzobincial Council 
and General Aflembly, to be held from time to time in the faid Province. 


Signed andl Sealed by the Governour avd Free-men afore/aid, this Fifth Day of the 
Thitd Monethy calledMay, One Thotfand Six Hundred Eighty and Two. 
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